2/13/73* 6:10 pm; 

w hen I saw the Bulletin story tonight re Specter by Joseph 
Daughen, I called the bulletin and asked to speak with Daughen, 
who was in. We spoke for about 15 minutes, and he seemed quite 
interested, I told him I’d Just read his story and didn’t know 
what kind of a follow-up he planned, but that I had some info 
which I thought would be of Interest to him re Specter and WC. 

I told him I had written a book on the assass and that the original 
version dealt with Specter In part and that the first pub I sent 
It to was Little Brown, in sunnier of ’71. I told him the nature 

of the charges against specter, Including subornation of perjury 

he asked in whose testimony, and I said that of the autopsy docs. 

I told him that the same thing happened to Welsberg in ’§5 with 
Little Brown, and I added that the most comprehensive research has 
been done by w elsberg. Daughen remembered w eisberg, said he had 
spoken to him on numerous occasions. He asked what I thought he 
should do, and I told him that if he wanted a first-rate briefing 
on Specter and WC he should get In touch with Welsberg. He said 
he would, although he is busy the rest of the week. I gave him 
Harold’s number. 

He said he saw no reason to doubt O'Donnell's version, and 
I told him that Specter's defense as stated In the article was no 
defense at all, to which he readily agreed. He said that Little 
Brown Is his publisher (he called Sions "a first rate guy”) and 
said they are very much afraidt of libel suits, and that when he 
contacted them about this for the story, they were really up-tight 
and didn’t want a controvery made over it. He pointed out to me 
that the change which O’Donnell made actually libeled every staff 
lawyer for the WC because there was no way one could now tell that 
it was Specter who tried to get him to change his. testimony. He 
said that as of the time O'D testified, it was common knowledge 
that LBJ said what he did about AF I, because he was telling his 
friends that story, and that he could easily imagine an aspiring 
democrat to abide by the wishes as expressed even casually by a 
dem. president. He called Specter's bit about using Redlich to 
back him up ”a lot of shit," and I agreed, since Redlich was witness 
only to the taking of the testimony. 

He asked me ray name, number, and the title !of my book. He 
said there was only so much a newspaper could do, but that he 
would like to make this public. I told him that I was moved to 
Colli because Specter had made an issue of suing for libel. I 
told him of Welsberg* s repeated challanges to Specter to sue him 
if anything he wrote or said about him wasn't true, and Specter 
never responded. We both agreed that Specter made the libel threat 
now only to scare little Brown. 

I leanred of the story from my parents who got the 2-star 
Northeast edition. They read it to me over the phone. I went out 
and got the 2-star and the 3-star Metropolitan editions. The 2-star 
ed. here did not carry the story, and the 3-star had a different 
version than the one my parents read me. Basically it was the 
same. But mine deletes a section where Specter explains that he 
took O'D’s test, before LBJ submitted his statement. 

(Harold— the attached copy is from the 3-star edition) 
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